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Fact Sheet

The Gates Millennium Scholars program, established in 1999, was initially funded by a 1 billion dollar grant from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. The goal of GMS is to promote academic excellence and to provide an opportunity for outstanding minority students with significant financial need to reach their highest potential by: 
· Reducing financial barriers for African-American, Hispanic American, American Indian/Alaska Native and Asian Pacific Islander American students with high academic and leadership promise who have a significant financial need 

· Increasing the representation of these target groups in the disciplines of education, engineering, library science, mathematics, public health, and the sciences, where these groups are severely underrepresented 

· Developing a diversified cadre of future leaders for America by facilitating successful completion of bachelors, masters and doctoral degrees 

· Providing seamless support from undergraduate through doctoral programs, for students selected as Gates Scholars entering target disciplines
The GMS Scholarship Award provides:
· Support for the cost of education by covering unmet need and self-help 
· Renewable awards for Gates Millennium Scholars maintaining satisfactory academic progress
· Graduate School Funding for continuing Gates Millennium Scholars in the areas of computer science, education, engineering, library science, mathematics, public health and sciences
· Leadership Development programs with distinctive personal, academic and professional growth opportunities
Administration:                                                                                                             The United Negro College Fund (UNCF) is the administrator of the GMS program. To reach, coordinate, and support the constituent groups, UNCF has partnered with the American Indian Graduate Center Scholars, the Hispanic Scholarship Fund and the Asian & Pacific Islander American Scholarship Fund to assist in implementing the program. 
United Negro College Fund (UNCF) 
As the nation’s oldest and most successful minority higher education assistance organization, the United Negro College Fund’s mission is to provide financial support to its 39 member institutions and increase minority degree attainment by reducing financial barriers to college. UNCF institutions and other historically black colleges and universities are highly effective, awarding 25 percent of African American baccalaureate degrees. UNCF administers more than 300 programs, including scholarship, internship and fellowship programs, mentoring, summer enrichment, and curriculum and faculty development programs. Today, UNCF supports more than 65,000 students at over 900 colleges and universities across the country. 
The Hispanic Scholarship Fund (HSF)
The Hispanic Scholarship Fund (HSF) is the nation's leading organization supporting Hispanic higher education. HSF was founded in 1975 with a vision of strengthening the country by advancing college education among Hispanic Americans-the largest minority segment of the U.S. population. In support of its mission to double the rate of Hispanics earning college degrees, HSF provides the Latino community with more college scholarships and educational outreach support than any other organization in the country. Headquartered in San Francisco, HSF has opened regional offices in Southern California, the Southwest, the Southeast, the Northeast and the Midwest. In addition, HSF launched the Washington, D.C.-based Hispanic Scholarship Fund Institute to create public partnerships in support of its work. During its 31-year history, HSF has awarded more than 78,000 scholarships totaling $195 million to Latinos from all 50 states, Puerto Rico, U.S. Virgin Islands and Guam. HSF scholars have attended more than 1,700 colleges and universities.
The American Indian Graduate Center Scholars (AIGC) 
The American Indian Graduate Center (AIGC), a non-profit organization, was established in 1969. Founders Robert L. Bennett (Wisconsin Oneida) and John C. Rainer (Taos Pueblo) created a program to assist American Indian college graduates to continue their education at the masters, doctorate and professional degree level. AIGC was founded to help open doors to graduate education for American Indians and to help tribes obtain the educated Indian professionals they need to become more self-sufficient and to exercise their rights to self-determination.
The Asian & Pacific Islander American Scholarship Fund (APIASF)
The Asian & Pacific Islander American Scholarship Fund (APIASF) is based in Washington, DC, and is the country’s largest non-profit organization devoted solely to providing scholarships for Asian and Pacific Islander Americans. Since its formation in 2003, APIASF has distributed more than $730,000 in one-time scholarships to high-school students in the United States, the Freely Associated States and the United States Territories who are entering college for the first time. APIASF is also the administrator of the Gates Millennium Scholars/APIA, which provides outstanding low-income Asian and Pacific Islander American students with an opportunity to complete an undergraduate college education in any discipline they choose. Supporters of APIASF include members of the general public and a wide spectrum of community and professional leaders, organizations and corporations.
GMS is more than a scholarship.                                                                   The GMS program offers Gates Millennium Scholars ACademic Empowerment Services (ACE) to encourage academic excellence, mentoring services for academic and personal development, and an online resource center that provides internship, fellowship, and scholarship information. 
What are the eligibility criteria for the GMS program?  

An individual is eligible to be nominated as a Gates Millennium Scholar if he or she: 

· Is African American, American Indian/Alaskan Native, Asian Pacific Islander American and Hispanic American;

· Is a citizen/legal permanent resident or national of the United States;

· Has attained a cumulative GPA of 3.3 on a 4.0 scale (unweighted);

· Will enter an accredited college or university as full-time, degree-seeking freshman in the Fall of the program year;

· Has demonstrated leadership abilities through participation in community service, extracurricular or other activities; and

· Meets the Federal Pell Grant eligibility criteria. (Eligibility for Federal Pell Grant can only be determined through the submission of a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) to the U.S. Department of Education, Federal Student Aid Programs- www.fafsa.ed.gov).
The GMS Nomination Process

The GMS nomination process includes three components:

· A Nominee Personal Information Form (to be completed by the student)

· A Nominator Form (to be completed by the Nominator)

The nominator must be an educator.  A high school Principal, guidance counselors, tribal higher education representative, or teachers may serve as nominators.  In addition, any professional educator, for example, an educator at a scholarship assistance organization, education assistance agency, or educational outreach program may also serve as a nominator.  The nominator must be familiar with the student’s academic background.  He or she may not be a relative of the student.

· A Recommender Form (to be completed by the Recommender)

The recommender should be an individual who knows the student and is familiar with the student’s community service and leadership activities.  A supervisor at work, a community service leader, or any other adult familiar with the student non-academic activities could serve as the student’s recommender.  The recommender may not be a relative of the student.

All three forms (the Nominee, Nominator and Recommender forms) must be submitted before or by the deadline to be considered for a GMS scholarship.  Omission of any of the required documents will render the Nomination incomplete.

Program Accomplishments:
· GMS has funded over 12,000 Scholars since the inception of the program and is in the process of awarding 1,000 newly selected Gates Millennium Scholars for the 2008-2009 academic year.
· From 2000 through the 2008 academic year, GMS will award over $438,000,000 in scholarships^

· Average award for 2008 was $12,267
· Average freshman retention rate 96.6%; sophomore rate 94.8%

· 5 year program retention rate is 87.5%*

· 5 year graduation rate is 78.2%*

· 34% of Gates Millennium Scholars transition into graduate school

· 16% into a GMS funded field

· 18% into unfunded fields

· Gates Millennium Scholars represent 50 states and 5 American territories (America Samoa, Guam, Federated States of Micronesia, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands) 
· Gates Millennium Scholars have enrolled in over 1,500 different colleges and universities
· Over 5,000 Gates Millennium Scholars have completed a degree since the program’s inception

^ combined undergraduate and graduate scholarships

*Reflects cohorts 1 - 3
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